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something toward the fuel. His scruples would
not allow Mm to do this, but instead he assured
her that he would do his best to immortalise
her. In pursuance of his promise he tells us that
the lady's name was Giaccoma.

On leaving Ikkeri, highly rejoiced, save for Ms
pity for the victim, to have witnessed a suttee,
and bearing with him a Canarese book presented
Mm there, della Valle made his way to Barselore,
which he describes. Passing through Mangalore
and Banghel, he finally reached Olala, the limit
of Ms travels in India, which at the time of Ms
visit owned the sway of a queen, who, from his
account, seems to have been decidedly primi-
tive.

t She was, he says, as black as an Ethiopian,
and always went about alone on foot, save for
an escort of six foot-soldiers. A cloak round the
head and some thick pieces of white cotton cloth
round the waist were the sum total of the royal
attire. As della Valle quaintly remarks, she
was "like a dirty kitchen wench more than a
queen.33

He obtained an audience with this potentate,
and had an interesting talk with her. Some gos-
sipy details of Olala and of its relations with the
neighbouring state of Banghel are given. In
these little principalities, which seem to have
been examples of the numerous semi-indepen-
dent states on or near the Malabar coast, the
CaHcut law of inheritance is stated to have pre-
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